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Happy New Year
  

Choose
Pinellas
County
Schools in
the New
Year

Michael A. Grego, Ed.D.



Mayor Rick Kriseman — “In
2015, I will continue our commitment to building a city of opportunity for all, with a sharp focus on the
areas of greatest need in our community. This means diligent work
and partnership every day to build
better schools, businesses and
neighborhoods throughout St. Petersburg - in a way that delivers a
brighter future for everyone fortunate enough to call our city home.”

BY MICHAEL A. GREGO,
ED.D.
Superintendent, Pinellas County
Schools

PINELLAS COUNTY –
Now is the time to discover
all the choices Pinellas
County Schools has to offer
your child from kindergarten
through 12th grade. We
strive to meet the needs of
today’s students by addressing their interests, talents and
abilities with a growing list of
more than 60 choice programs from gifted studies to
performing arts.
This is an exciting time
for our school district. Once
again, we have expanded opportunities for students by
creating new elementary,
middle and high school
choice programs. For the
2015-16 school year, we have
new international studies programs at Mildred Helms

Rene Flowers — “For the last
five years I have taken to a “New
Year’s Prayer” rather than a resolution in that resolutions, for me,
do not hold me to a commitment.
To each of you, my prayer for 2015
is for my community to realize the
jewel that it is! I pray that all that
makes us unique and different is
something that we celebrate and
are not envious of. I pray that the
youth feel the love that has been
poured out from our ancestors
over the last 2000 years – the lineage of kings, queens, prince, and
princesses. I pray that we celebrate the seniors in our community for the hard roads traveled
and the wisdom they have imparted upon those with an ear to
listen and a heart of understanding. I pray that this year is a prelude to the goodness of who we
are, the essence of who we were
and the richness of what is yet to
come.”

Carla Bristol — “To continue
the mission of Gallerie 909 by exposing more adults and children in the
community to the arts while maintaining and growing the business.”

See SCHOOLS, page 2

Anthony Ferrentino — 



Nikki Gaskin-Capehart — “I
resolve to remain focused on encouraging, supporting and developing opportunities for our
community to shine in a way that
centers around people, while asking God to continue to bless the
work of my hands as I focus on
progress!”



Jeff Copeland — “To get 1,500
people registered to vote and make
sure they actually do it. Also get 50
successful black people involved in
the community (who aren’t already)
helping our neighborhoods build
positive business and personal relationships, return to self-sufficiency
and fight for the equality and fair
treatment for all.”

Raising
funds for
school
supplies

Betty and Larry
Newsome
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

Margaret DeBellotte-Torres — “To be more focused on
the community projects that I
have committed to.”

Boe Nor wood — “To have a
strong relationship with family,
good health and to further Pinellas Technical College’s relationship with the community.”
See NEW YEAR, page 6

ST. PETERSBURG –
The
community
was
treated to a night of good
food and cheer at the Isla
Del Sol Yacht and Country
Club last month when the
Spirit of Tampa Bay Community Choir held its annual Winter Wonderland
Gala.
Performing for four
years now, the Spirit of
Tampa Bay Community
Choir spends their time
throughout the year giving
back to the community and
Melrose
Elementary
School just happens to be
the recipients of their generosity.
“This is the choir’s
baby,” said Dr. Yvonne
Williams who is the
founder of the choir.
Melrose Elementary
has earned a failing grade
for more than the last five
years as assessed on FCAT
standards. A journalism
magnet school in which
students receive hands on,
real world experience in
the journalistic arts such as
writing, public speaking
and videography.
The school, located at
1752 13th Ave. S., is home
See GALA, page 4
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COMMUNITY NEWS
School choice Pinellas County
From SCHOOLS, page 1

Elementary and Largo Middle School in Largo, as well
as John Hopkins Middle
School in St. Petersburg. In
St. Petersburg, we have
added a new Center for Innovation and Digital Learning at Tyrone Middle School
and a new model school for
personalized learning for
students in grades 6-12
called Lealman Innovation
Academy. We are proud to
provide a wide variety of
high-quality, academic programs designed to inspire
students and provide them
with the skills they need to
achieve success in college,
career and life. Visit

www.pcsb.org/choice to explore our choice programs
further or contact schools directly to schedule a tour.
Start your child’s education off with a strong foundation with Pinellas County
Schools. Beginning Jan. 12,
families of children entering
kindergarten next year can
register their children at elementary schools across the
district. To kick off kindergarten registration, Kindergarten Round-up open
houses will be held at PCS elementary schools Jan. 12-15.
While at the school, families
can register for kindergarten, explore a kinder-

   

 

  

garten classroom, speak
with teachers and discuss
expectations for the upcoming school year. Families can
also learn about all the great
programs available at PCS elementary schools, such as
art, music, gifted programs,
STEM academies, physical
education and other enrichment programs.
Visit www.pcsb.org/KG
for Kindergarten Round-up
locations and times.
We look forward to your
participation during our District Application Period, Jan.
7-16 and our Kindergarten
Registration
Round-ups
Jan.12-15.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Eta Rho giving out family
support kits
A MLK Day of Service project
BY MARCY PALMERI
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG – As
a part of the MLK Day of
Service, the men of Eta
Rho Omega Psi Phi Fraternity will be handing out
non-perishable household
items to families in the
Wildwood neighborhood
who are experiencing economic hardships.
Rod Green is the vice
president of the St. Petersburg chapter and was instrumental in organizing
the Eta Rho Educational
Services/Wildwood Neighborhood Family Support
Fraternity event.
For the third year in a
row, Green along with
other members contacted
churches in the area, utilizing the pastors and church
members to assist in collecting
non-perishable
household items in which
to create 50 family support
kits.
Each kit is valued at approximately $100 and may
contain items like toothpaste, detergent, bar soap,
deodorant, shampoo, conditioner, body lotion and
more.
Area
pastors
and
church officials selected
the families who will receive the kits based upon financial need. The kits will
be distributed on the actually Day of Service.
Omega Psi Phi Frater-

nity is dedicated to promoting academic excellence,
facilitating and coordinating activities that will uplift
their communities and
make a contribution toward
improving the quality of life
for African Americans.
Their fraternity’s motto
is “friendship is essential to
the soul,” and therein lays
the basis of their organization. In honor of the MLK
Day Service and keeping with their motto,
they seek to maximize the potential of the
community by
providing
support, resources and
opportunities.
Their chapter has approximately 45 active members who meet each month
for comradery, mentoring
young adults and to discuss
community service issues.
One of many forms of
outreach Eta Rho Fraternity offers is the Pathfinder
Mentoring Program. The
program is designed to inspire, encourage and impart
knowledge
and
experience to both middle
and high school students in
the area. They take the children under their wings and
guide them in the interest
of them one day becoming
productive, contributing
members of society.
“We help the students
by preparing them for college testing, military test-

Rod Green
ing, SATs. We’ll
visit colleges with
them,
demonstrate
how to fill out applications. We prepare them and
mentor them to be better
adults,” said Green. “We’re
blessed and want to bless
others. We want to reach
out to the youth and we’re
there every step of the
way.”
On the MLK Day of
Service, Mon., Jan. 19, families in the Wildwood
neighborhood who are experiencing economic hardships will greatly benefit
from the humanitarian efforts organized by Green
and members of the Eta
Rho Fraternity. Kits will be
distributed at 10 a.m. at
the Gethsemane Missionary Baptist Church, located
at 2580 12th Ave. S.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Winter Wonderland Gala
From GALA page 1

to a student population of
roughly 88 percent African
American. One hundred
percent of students, according to Principal Nanette
Grasso, receive free or reduced lunch.
“It is probably the highest poverty school in all of
Pinellas County,” said Principal Grasso who offers not
only free breakfast to every
child that walks through
the doors of Melrose, but
also free dinner to those
students participating in
the extended learning opportunities after school.
So with families struggling to make ends meet,
school supplies are at the
bottom of the list. That’s
where the members of the
Spirit of Tampa Bay Community Choir come in time
and time again to help out.
“This is our fundraiser
for the whole year,” explained Yvonne Reed Clayton. Clayton is the
president of the choir organization and is also a
strong supporter of Melrose. An educator for more
than 50 years, she once
worked as a third grade
teacher at Melrose and
knows firsthand the struggles the school has faced in
the past and continues to
work through today.
In fact, there are other
former teachers of Melrose
in the choir and even some
past students have joined.
“That’s really why the
school was chosen,” admitted Williams.
Members of the choir
are active with other organizations, sororities and
even hail from different de-

nominations of churches in
the city. Some participants
may not even be affiliated
with a local church, but all
are welcome in the community choir and all who are
willing to standup and help
out Melrose are welcomed
with a smile.
“This is the school we
have adopted,” added
Williams who is proud to
contribute to the education
of the students.
More tickets for the
fundraising event were sold
than expected and at $25 a
pop for an evening of music
and delicious food, it seems
a lot of families will continue to be helped out with
school supplies and tutoring assistance.
The Spirit of Tampa Bay
Community Choir purchase backpacks, paper,
glue sticks, pencils and
writing journals that are
now needed for all subject
areas in school.
“It’s so wonderful because we don’t have the active PTA that some of the
other schools have,” explained Grasso. So getting
a large amount of school
supplies to ensure each girl
and boy in attendance has
plenty is a blessing. “They
load us up with truckloads,
kids are just so excited.”
Grasso also uses some
of the donated supplies in
Melrose’s school store as
an incentive to keep behaviors in check. Instead of
money, students can earn
points for positive behavior
and purchase anything
from pencils to backpacks.
“They love to get new
notebooks,” she said of the

students who buy into the
program and get a sense of
accomplishment from earning their rewards. And
Grasso can’t show her gratitude enough to the women
of the choir that make it all
possible. “They are doing
so much to help so many of
those kids,” she said. “We

appreciate them so much.”
The Spirit of Tampa Bay
Community Choir, under
the direction of Armondo
Bickum, consists currently
of 35 members and performs at various events
throughout the year such
as Shout St. Pete Shout,
Emancipation Proclama-

tion Services, World Day of
Peace, Omega Psi Phi
Achievement Week Program and various other
programs and events.
Eloise Thompson accepted
the
Founders
Award for her dedicated
service in front of the 233 in
attendance.
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Gibbs Alumni Association to host
hall of fame induction ceremony
ST. PETERSBURG –
Mon., February 2, members of Gibbs Senior High
School and the Gibbs
Alumni Association will
host its 5th Annual Administrators, Coaches and Athletes Hall Of Fame
Induction Ceremony.
A total of 14 individuals
will be inducted into the
school’s Hall of Fame during the ceremony.
Gibbs High opened its
doors in 1927. The school
was named after Jonathan
Clarkson Gibbs, an African
American who served as
Secretary of State in 1868
and State Superintendent of
Public Instruction in 1873
during the Reconstruction
Era.
Gibbs’ greatest treasure
is its heritage and its story
of the black community in
which it was raised. It was
a segregation era high
school and became a
beloved community symbol. Graduates of Gibbs
have continued their educational endeavors by becoming contributing members
of society.
The school has a rich
history of serving generations of students whose loyalty remains strong many
years after they have graduated and gone on with
their lives.
The 2015 Gibbs High
School Hall of Fame Administrators, Coaches and
Athletes inductees include:
Angela Gray - Basketball
Cynthia Gray - Basketball
Cynthia Harris - Basketball

Debra James - Basketball
Yvette Odoms - Basketball
Evelyn Roundtree Basketball
Norvell Fuller - Football
Clarence Lancaster Football
Pamala Lee - Basketball
Benjamin Mayes Football/Basketball
John Mayes - Basketball
Ruben Mayes - Football
Stephan S. Scruggs Football
Edgar Wilcox - Football/
Basketball
The Event will take
place at 6 p.m., in the Auditorium of Gibbs High
School, 850 34th Street

South, in St. Petersburg.
For more information
about the event, contact
Rufus Lewis at (813)8769654 or Minson Rubin at
(727)866-2651

Stephan S. Scruggs

Debra James

Evelyn Roundtree Fillyau

Cynthia Gray

Norvell Fuller
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COMMUNITY NEWS
New Year’s resolutions
From NEW YEAR page 1

Samantha Richardson —
“Stay healthy, stay committed
and continue to involve children
in community projects.”

Deborah Figgs-Sanders —
“I resolve to not be someone
wanting to be ‘all that,’ but just
someone that God can use.”

  



 



Darr yl Rouson — “To try to
do bigger and better things for the
community, to continue to reinvent myself and be more attentive
to my sons’ needs.”

   



Gwen Reese — “In 2015 I will
Pastor Martin Rainey — “To
spend more time finding what is increase family engagement in the
authentic for me and making lives of children, more specifically,
changes so that I can live even the lives of struggling children.”
more authentically than I currently do.”

        



  

Serving Largo, Clearwater, North and South Pinellas County
4535 Central Ave., St. Petersburg, FL 33713
727-623-9025 • wwwlawsonfuneralservices.com
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Thank you for investing
in our community!
Every day, the Kriseman Administration is working with you to help empower
our neighbors in South St. Petersburg! I
want to highlight a few new and innovative
ways community champions have rolled up
their sleeves and made a commitment to
positively impacting the lives of our neighbors. During this holiday season, it is also
a time to say thank you for all you do!
Thank you to the Deuces Live Mainstreet organization, which successfully
launched a Sunday Market with entertainment in the middle of one of our city’s
largest food deserts. They have tirelessly
worked to grow the market every Sunday.
We salute you for connecting through cultural affairs and for being a catalyst for commerce by providing an opportunity for our
neighbors to start and grow a business
with very little initial investment.
Thank you to the Pinellas Ex-Offender
Re-entry Coalition for committing to open
a location in the heart of the city. This location allows our returning citizens to best be
served by your organization. We salute you
for having the foresight to provide opportunities for employment at the soon to open
Center for Progress.
Thank you to the Wrap Around Services (WAS) Collaborative led by the Childs
Park YMCA and JWB, for reminding all of
the hard-working servant leaders of our
non-profit community that we can “play
well in the sand box together.” We don’t
have to reinvent the wheel to achieve some
of our common goals! We salute you for
bringing these organizations together to
network and hear from various funding
sources to help better nurture our neighborhoods and families.
Thank you to ACT Right for practicing
the old saying of “putting your money
where your mouth is.” You continue to
make the basic gesture of patronizing a
new business a novel concept. We salute
you for being a catalyst for commerce.
Every month you bring together people
who really want to see businesses thrive.
These visits showcase our community’s
purchasing power and provide important
support for local entrepreneurs.
Thank you to the Community Co-op
and Moving Forward with a Purpose for
working with our young men and helping
to redirect them on a path for personal success and community service. We salute
you for nurturing our neighborhoods and
families by working with the young men
from the Britt House to assist seniors with

their lawn maintenance needs.
Thank you to the Police Athletic
League (PAL) for opening a Midtown PAL
in partnership with 20th Street Church of
Christ. We salute you for becoming an active part of the solution by engaging our
youth in academic enhancement and
healthy activities afterschool and during
the summer months to come.
Thank you to the 2020 Plan organizers
and the Pinellas County Urban League for
working with the City to develop a Family
Wrap-Around Services Pilot program that
helped to lift several families out of poverty,
while training their children in leadership
and employment. This is exactly the type
of activity coupled with job creation that will
spark endless opportunities for parents and
children for many years to come. We salute
you for nurturing our neighborhoods and
families by making a personal connection
with them even if it required visiting them
at home!
Thank you to the Tampa Bay Black
Business Investment Corporation for coming back to St. Petersburg and providing
microloans to businesses who are ready to
access capital and for opening a business
incubator on 22nd Street that will encourage our entrepreneurs to take their businesses to the next level. You are a real
catalyst for commerce and we salute you.
Thank you to the 16th Street Business
Owners for reorganizing into a much
larger Business Association that will help
to advocate and lead a rebranding renaissance for business to better thrive in South
St. Pete. We salute you for stepping up to
the plate and being a catalyst for increased
commerce.
I am excited to lead an Urban Affairs
Agenda that works diligently to move forward so many initiatives and programs like
these and to work with outstanding servant
leaders, especially those city staff members
from various departments who have
worked with me this year to make such a
powerful impact.
These leaders are committed to walking the walk, to being forward thinkers,
trailblazers, and innovators. So many of you
have helped with the progress and momentum that has happened in the last year, and
for that, you have my thanks, and the gratitude of Deputy Mayor, Dr. Kanika JelksTomalin and Mayor Rick Kriseman. We
will continue to work together in purpose
and let our light shine so brightly that opportunity is the fruit of our labor!




 

 







The Law Offices of K. V. Rubin, PA
Attorney Karmika V. Rubin
NOW ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS FOR
FORECLOSURE AND FAMILY LAW CASES.
Call 727 512-8261 or
Email info@Rubinslaw.com
today for a consultation!
You DON’T Have to Fight Alone.
Serving Pinellas, Hillsborough, Pasco and Hernando Counties.
The hiring of an attorney is a serious decision and should not be based solely on advertisement alone.

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Hires Hairstyling
3427 11th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33713
Open Tuesday – Friday
6 AM until 6 PM
Losing Hair- Scalp treatments can help
Wigs need shampoo – cut to fit your face

Call (727) 642-7475




   





  


Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm




 

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.

 

ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate


 


 




1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES





 
 

Robinson Law would like to be your first
contact when you have a legal question or need
to request immediate assistance from the court.
Our office services Sarasota, St. Petersburg, and
the Tampa Bay Area. Call 727-543-6798
for a free consultation. Visit arobinsonlawfirm.com
• Child Custody
• Child Support
• Marital Agreements
• Divorce
• Wrongful Termination

• Employment Discrimination
• Workplace Retaliation
• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy
• Chapter 13 Bankruptcy
• Small Claims




Celebrating 48 years in business!

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
‘The Family Blessing’ premieres at Mahaffey
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Michael has a deep passion
for dance. He inhales and exhales it every day of his
young life. This gift was
passed down to him from his
grandmother Zola who encourages him to fulfill his
destiny, but the gritty and
sometimes stifling effects of
living near a large urban area
can be devastating. This is
the preface to Jai Hinson’s
original 2014 holiday production, “The Family Blessing,”
performed Dec. 20 and 21 at
the Mahaffey Theater.
The producers of “The

Chocolate Nutcracker” unveiled this exciting new
dance theater production,
which showcased the talents
of local community youth
along with professional choreographers and dancers.
Together these artists
combined colorful and dazzling styles of dance, music
and theater to tell the story
of how a young boy’s search
for true happiness led to a
revelation that he had “the
blessing” all along at home
with family and community.
After a tragic incident on
the streets of an urban community, the main character
Michael, played by Marquis
Floyd, becomes dismayed

and begins to question his
own ability and his surroundings. Grandma Zola
tried to console him since he
isolated himself in his room
from the tradition family holiday celebration at Christmas. Similar to the
“Nutcracker Twist,” Michael
falls into a deep sleep where
he is joined by Grandma
Zola who is now a teenage
dancer like Mike.
Together, they relived
the travels of Grandma Zola
who toured the world successfully as a professional
dancer. The high-energy
production exposed the audience to cultures from all
parts of the world including

India, Africa, Latin America
and Native America. From
urban staccato and syncopated funk and hip-hop to
ballet and Bollywood, the
show captured the essence
of cultural diversity at its
best.
Audiences stood up multiple times to applaud the
performers who went all out
to entertain. However, one of
the most unique and endearing features of the show is
the bonds that have and continue to form as these young
people worked together.
This extravaganza was
presented by ARTZ 4 Life
Academy as part of their
mission to enhance educa-

tion, promote diversity and
develop life skills through
cultural and performing arts.
Many former youth cast
members have gone on to
pursue professional careers
in film, on Broadway and in
performance
troupes
throughout the world.
Several senior cast members in this production
started out as three and four
year olds at the academy.
In addition to putting together a dazzling production
within a four month timeframe, this project has been
the vehicle for transforming
the lives of many young people in the Tampa Bay area.
Over 150 youth from all

parts of the Tampa Bay area
participated in this annual
holiday production.
Floyd, a former student
in ARTZ 4 Life Academy’s afterschool and summer arts
programs, is a long-time
member of Dundu Dole
Urban African Ballet, graduate of Pinellas County School
for the Arts at Gibbs High
School and current dance
major at Boston Conservatory of Music, Dance and
Theater.
For more information on
ARTZ 4 Life Academy, please
visit artz4lifeacademy.com
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
ZORA! Festival celebrates Rhythms
of the Diaspora in 2015
The Festival pays tribute to the music in live concerts, literature and film
EATONVILLE, Fla. –
The 26th annual Zora Neale
HurstonTM Festival of Arts
and Humanities (ZORA!
Festival) promises an exciting nine-day celebration
based on the theme
“Rhythms of the Diaspora”
from Jan. 24 to Feb. 1 in
Eatonville and other venues
in the surrounding Orange
County in Florida.
Festival patrons will
enjoy the diverse mix of
music, including gospel,
Caribbean music and Latin
American rhythms throughout the entire festival. Fans
can travel back in time to
dance to swing jazz and
bebop at Club ZORA!,
which is the festival’s costumed event set in a night
club during the World War
era.
Aficionados of straightahead jazz will relish the
tribute to Eatonville’s jazz
legend Bernie Lee, and
those who love smooth jazz
will not want to miss the live

performance by international saxophonist and
flautist Najee.
Mississippi Delta Blues
will hold the stage at The
Dr. Phillips Center for the
Performing Arts in Orlando. The spotlight will be
shone on Memphis Soul
during the video presentation of the 1972 Wattstax
Music Festival at the Enzian
Theater and hip hop will be
given its due during “Roots
to Rap: A Musical Revue.”
The popular band Maze
featuring Frankie Beverly
will return to Eatonville to
perform their style of R&B,
soul and funk in the final
weekend of the festival.
ZORA! Festival is presented annually by The Association to Preserve the
Eatonville Community, Inc.
(P.E.C.), a 501(c)3, historic
preservation and cultural
arts organization, first organized in 1987.
The festival celebrates
the life and work of 20th

century writer, folklorist
and anthropologist Zora
Neale Hurston, her hometown of Eatonville, the nation’s oldest incorporated
African-American municipality, and the cultural contributions people of African
ancestry have made to the
United States and the world.
The mission of the
Association to Preserve
Eatonville
Community
(P.E.C.) is to enhance the resources of Eatonville, to educate the public about the
town’s historic and cultural
significance and to use the
community’s heritage and
cultural vibrancy for its economic development.
ZORA!
Festival
is
funded in part by Orange
County
Government
through the Arts & Cultural
Affairs Council. Major underwriting is also provided
by community partners, including World Conference
of Mayors; the University of
Central Florida (UCF) Of-

Cora Marshall: Drawing on the past
BY KELLY MIYAR
NNB Student Reporter

ST. PETERSBURG –
When Gulfport artist Cora
Marshall puts brush to canvas, she is drawing on her
African and Native American past.
Marshall, 67, and her
husband moved to Gulfport
in May 2013 after she retired from the art department at Connecticut State
University in New Britain.
“We used to vacation to
Florida a lot,” she said. “My
husband and I knew we
wanted to retire, so when
we found something we
liked on the water we
moved.”
Since arriving, Marshall
has shown her work in
three St. Petersburg venues.
In April, she and local
artist John Harte exhibited
their work at the Studio@620 at 620 First Ave. S.
after they participated in
the venue’s “Members Only
Art Show.”
In October, she opened
an exhibit titled “Runaway!
Going, Going, Gone” at the
Dr. Carter G. Woodson
African American Museum
at 2240 Ninth Ave. S. The
work was inspired by
“Wanted” advertisements
from the 1700s and early
1800s that sought the return of runaway slaves.
Marshall said she used
the descriptions of hair

color, clothes, complexion,
scars, demeanor and size to
create vivid images that embodied realistic people.
In a note explaining the
series, Marshall describes
her work as a “commemoration of our survival and
our ability to thrive under
the most adverse beginnings.” She calls on viewers
to remember “those who
have come before us. Remembering the price they
had to pay to survive. Remembering what it means
to be free.”
On Nov. 8, a Marshall
exhibit titled “INDIGENOUS” opened a monthlong showing at Gallerie
909 at 909 22nd St. S. on the
importance of remembering those who have it
means to be free.
The exhibit showcased
work that was inspired by
African and Native American cultures. It also included paintings from
Marshall’s
“Shadow
Catcher” medicine woman
series.
According to oral accounts of her family history,
Marshall said one of her
grandmothers was a NativeAmerican healer.
“The first piece in the
‘Shadow Catcher’ series
was created when I was really sick,” she said. My
grandmother spoke to me
of healing in my fevered
dream. The painting came
to me almost fully formed.”

Marshall said it typically
takes her 50 to 60 hours to
complete a piece. She
paints in acrylics, oils and
mixed media.
Marshall said she focuses her work in spirituality. She produces pieces
that connect to her past by
combining meanings and
symbols. “Each painting
carries a meaning and the
viewer is invited to reflect,”
she said.
She has a bachelor’s in
fine arts from Howard University, a master’s degree in
education through a collaborative program of the
Bank Street College of Education and Parsons The
New School for Design and
a doctorate in art from New
York University.
At Connecticut State
University, she taught a variety of art studio and education courses and served
as department chairwoman
from 2006 to 2012. She has
exhibited around the country and overseas.
When she isn’t creating
art, Marshall teaches an online photo class twice a year
at Central Connecticut
State.
She also likes to spend
time with her husband,
Clarence, go to the beach
and read.
Kelly Miyar is a student
reporter in the Neighborhood
News Bureau of the University of South Florida St. Petersburg.

(TOP) Back by popular demand,
Maze featuring Frankie Beverly
returns to Center Stage on Jan 31.
(RIGHT) Saxophonist Najee
will entertain the crowd at
Center Stage on February 1.
fice of the President, Office
of the Provost and the College of the Arts & Humanities; InGlur Inc.; TeKontrol
Inc., Visit Orlando; Bright
House Networks, VITAS;
and Local 6.
The Festival schedule
and tickets are available at
www.zorafestival.org.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family










  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   







 

Victory Christian Center Church

 



  

    



Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.

Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.

“Learn How To Love
Our City Into The
Kingdom Of God”

Beginning Sunday, Sept. 14 at 6 p.m.
Rev. Sarah Edwards will be teaching a 13-week Certified
Servant Leadership Course for Clergy, Lay Ministers and
Christians of all ages who desire to serve their
neighborhood and city for the glory of God. Synopsis:
Whereas God’s methods are many, His principles are few.
You will be taught how to love our city into the Kingdom
of God by embracing your true value in Christ.
Glad Tidings Assembly Of God Church • Randy Helms, Pastor
4200 17th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713 FMI: 727.323.5017

  




Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.








Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  

4238 Narvarez Way South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

(727) 564-1389




Pastor Shurrea Daniels

 


 
     
  
  





Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567


 

  

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  





 
 
 



  

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays



 
 



 
  

 

 
  



 

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.








 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015








THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core, the
belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
lost world hungry and thirsty
for the word of God. At St.
Mark, we as a body of believers are Christians willing to
work and partner in unity,
praising God for the awesome
gift of His son, Jesus Christ.
Church Events for Jan.

Jan. 1 - Church Office
Closed
Jan. 1 - New Member Fellowship Dinner-3pm-5:00pm
(Fellowship Hall)
Jan. 19 - Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day-Church Office
Closed
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
Every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study

the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays from 2 - 4
p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening at 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study every Wednesday
at 7:30 p.m.

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
Reverend Louis Murphy, Sr. and the entire Mt
Zion family extend an
open invitation to join us
not only in Sunday worship, but also throughout
the week for various programs and ministries.
Wednesday
Bible
Study – Noonday and 6
p.m.
Fri., Jan. 16 – MLK I
Have A Dream Youth
Choir Concert, 7 p.m. in
the main sanctuary. Admission is free.
Mon., Jan. 19 - Tickets
for the 29th Annual MLK
Leadership Awards Breakfast are available in the
Bookstore. This year’s
keynote speaker is Dr.
Frederick D. Haynes, III.
Mt. Zion College Prep
101 presents … “Career
Day with a TWIST!”“Career Day with a TWIST!”
will be in a three segment
format. High school students learn how to properly prepare yourself for a
complete
interview
process for scholarships
and employment opportunities.
We will cover preparing/completing your High
School resume, dress at-

tire, actual interview
process,
professional
headshot photos and so
much more! SPECIAL
GIFTS will be given to the
1st - 30 young men and 30
young ladies... to register
and complete the entire
workshop. ALL attendees
will also have the opportunity to win a $125 or a $75
gift card to purchase business attire.
* Sat., Jan. 10 (9 a.m. 12 p.m.) Students will be
equipped with techniques
to be successful before,
during and after an interview.
* Sat., Jan. 17 (9 a.m. 12 p.m.) Students are
scheduled for an actual interview. Each student will
be scored during the
process.
* Mon., Jan. 19 (9 a.m.
- 10 a.m.) The four students with the highest
scores are announced and
presented the grand prize.
To register for this
workshop provide student’s name, email address, grade and high
school name to: mtzioncollegepr ep@mzpr ogr essive.org
Register for this work-

shop by Jan. 5.
THIS WORKSHOP IS
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Attention
Parents!
Reading and Math Enhancement Tutoring is
being provided by Certified Teachers & Paraprofessionals, Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 5:30 p.m.
to 7 p.m. in the Human
Services Building at 945 20th St. S. For more information contact Doris Newton or Joel Shedrick at
727-822-0443, Extension
301.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive
is now social. Checkout
the latest events, ministry
news, and more by following us on FACEBOOK,
TWITTER and YOUTUBE
(Keyword: MZPMBC).
Visit our website and let’s
get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information on any of these announcements,
please
contact the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary
Baptist
Church. 955 20th St. S., St.
Petersburg Florida. 727894-4311,
email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.
ON BEHALF OF DR.
JOHN A. EVANS, SR., PASTOR, FIRST LADY TERESA
L. EVANS, CHURCH OFFICAL FAMILY & THE ENTIRE CHURCH FAMILY OF
FRIENDSHIP MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
WE WISH YOU A VERY
“Merry
Christmas,
Happy Kwanzaa & Happy
New Year’s”
“If our Master had to face
impossible tasks, how could
we as His followers be
spared? As a Church this
year, we have been Blessed.
Christmas reminds us that if
God can open a virgins
womb, He can also open

Lady Evans
doors for us and He will continue to open doors for ALL
of us. So during this Christmas time I want to take the
time to Give Thanks for
Opening Doors for us this
year. The Doors into the
Greater Mysteries of the
Word, to Reach the Community, Unity within the Church,
and thanking God in advance
for Future doors He will
Open for US Next Year.”
“The Prince is Coming”
JOIN US!
WATCHNIGHT
Dec. 31 ~ 9:45 p.m.
First Messenger – Dr.
Joseph Gordon
Second Messenger – Pas-

The Ship
tor Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.
Don’t let “THE SHIP” sail
without YOU! For additional
information, please contact
us:
Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, 3300 31st
Street South, St. Petersburg,
Florida 33712. Church Office: (727) 906-8300
E-Mail: fmbc3300@verizon.net
We are not “live streaming.” Visit Friendship’s Website: www.fmbctheship.net
and click on the pastor’s
image at the top of the page.
Also Visit West Coast
Baptist Association Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, the Pastor, Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
Official Family and the entire
Church Family extend a cordial invitation to our entire
community to join “THE
SHIP” in fellowship at our 7:45
a.m. or the 10:45 a.m. worship
service, and Sunday Church
School at 9:30 a.m. Come join
us as we take this Christian
journey for it is Our Mission
as a Church Family of believers in Christ, reaching out to
the world, preaching the
gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the Love of
Christ. We are expecting
GREAT things from the Lord
in 2015, if you are expecting
the same, come on over to the
Ship, we have a Boarding Pass
with YOUR name on it
Weekly Bible Studies and
other Church activities:
Wednesday, Noon Day (12:00
pm) and Prayer and Bible
Study 7 p.m .and AWANA
Youth Enrichment program,
something special for every
child, learning about God
while having fun. The Bread
of Life Ministry continues pro-

viding a needed service to our
Senior and Disabled members. Please see Sister Lorriane Rogers for further
information. The Clothing
Pantry is opened every 2nd
and 4th Thursday of the
month, from 9 a.m. to noon.
Continue to Pray for our Sick,
Shut-in, Children, Men/
Women in Uniform, and Bereaved Families.
Month of December:
“WATCH NIGHT PRAISE
AND WORSHIP SERVICE”
Dec. 31 – 9:45 p.m. – First
Messenger – Dr. Joseph Gordon, Pastor
Emeritus
of the Pleasant Grove Missionary Baptist Church. Second Messenger – Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., Pastor of the
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church.
Month of January 2015:
Jan. 7 – 7 p.m. –
WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE
– Holy Communion will be
served. The Pastor is asking
the Adult Choir, Male Chorus
and the First & Fifth Sunday
Ushers to Serve. The Family
Love Fellowship will follow
service. “Come Let's Praise
the Lord.”

Jan. 19 – Battle of the
Bands Tickets are available.
See Minister Sharon Saulsby
for Tickets.
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727)
906-8300 and PRESS 2
Thought for the Week:
THE GOOD NEWS OF THE
GOSPEL IS TOO GOOD TO
KEEP TO YOURSELF. If
your friend or loved one
brought you something special, you couldn't wait to tell
somebody right?
Don't let “THE SHIP” sail
without YOU! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, 3300 31st St.
S., St. Petersburg, 33712
Church Office: (727) 9068300 E-Mail: fmbc3300@verizon.net
WE ARE NOW “LIVE
STREAMING”:
V i s i t
Friendship's
Website:
www.fmbctheship.net and
Also Visit West Coast Baptist Association Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com



Musician seeking a church choir to play for on
first Sunday only. Reads music, plays by ear,
very dependable, salary negotiable.



Please contact 727-290-5918.
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